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I FIRST BECAME fascinated 
by side cars many years before I 
started riding them. The attraction 

was immediate but having been on 
two wheels for the best part of  30 
plus years, my admiration was always 
from a distance. I’d been warned by 
many motorbike buddies that you 
just don’t want to go there. It’s too 
hard and too weird. Their advice was 
more like brotherly or fatherly love. 
For a while I listened (like all good 
kids!), raised the odd eyebrow at 
them and kept doing what I do 
on two wheels.

Attraction is a strong emotion and 
the laws that govern it fi nally took 
hold. Once I made the decision to 
give it a go I was totally besotted with 
sidecar outfi ts. A myriad of  styles and 
colours made the choice hard, but 
I settled on a Ural 2018 Burgundy 
Satin Ranger.

Before you go off  on three wheels 
you need to understand some major 
components of  the experience. It’s 
not a walk in the park at fi rst. In fact, 
it takes a whole new way of  thinking 
and reacting. Understanding physics 
is a good base and it’s worth doing 
some research and defi nitely worth 
doing some training. My training 
was exhilarating, fun and shocking. 

The upside to practicing is that the 
more scares you have the better you 
become. So, man up and try a sidecar. 
These even have reverse! 

Like all things with engines and 
wheels, technique is key. It’s not 
about size. I’m 5’6”, weigh 68 kilos 
and also ride a 400 plus kg Indian 
Chief). Sidecar outfi ts behave in a 
completely different way to bikes, as 
well as according to whether you’re 
turning left or right, and whether 
you’re accelerating or decelerating. If  
you accelerate, the outfi t swings left. 
If  you brake, it swings right. The one 
thing you absolutely do not do if  you 
go into a left-hander too fast is brake. 
Guess what I did? 

That was then and this is now and 
the more you ride the more you will 
continue the love affair. Probably 
the trickiest thing you will have to 
deal with is lapsing into two wheeled 
riding mode. Which is so easily done. 
It’s odd how easy it is when you hop 
back on the two wheel variety. It’s all 
so natural as if  nothing has changed. 
Be warned, it’s not like that the other 
way around.

This is a motorbike that travels best 
at a controlled speed with you and 
your passenger enjoying the scenery, 
a chat, a coffee (joking about the 

coffee). Sure, they are a little bumpy 
and rough and don’t think nothing 
serious can happen at 80km/h or 
less. Take your mind off  it and you 
will learn a valuable lesson. The extra 
weight of  a passenger does seem to 
give the bike some stability. So grab 
a mate or an animal and do what side 
car motorbike riding is great at. A 
shared experience. 

Personally, I’m a solo rider, however 
that side car does a fabulous job 
of  holding luggage, shopping and 
anything else I can pick up along 
the way! (read what you want into 
that statement!)

If  you need more info on the Ural 
motorbikes and sidecars, start by 
calling the guys at imz-ural.com.
au and speak to Clare or Mat. This 
business is in Uralla NSW and was 
started by Jon Taylor a decade or so 
ago. They are the only importer of  
URAL sidecars to Australia. They 
supply all the other dealerships and 
they are ready with help and tips. Oh, 
and by the way Jon Taylor, although 
semi-retired, still does sidecar training 
on his property in Kentucky NSW (a 
must for any beginner). Jon’s great at 
explaining the laws of  physics too.

Why not sample the world on three 
wheels some time?  D
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